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Annual Report 2009  

 

Mission Statement:  
"To develop and support the GIS professional in Minnesota for the benefit of our state and its citizens." 

The Minnesota GIS/LIS Consortium is a forum for communicating information to, and improving 
cooperation among, those interested in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Land Information 
Systems (LIS) in the State of Minnesota. Members include GIS users in local, state and federal 
government agencies; business and industry; educational institutions and nonprofits. Membership is 
FREE just by being on our mailing list.  

The Consortium hosts annual statewide conferences, and establishes committees that deal with specific 
GIS/LIS-related issues in Minnesota. Opportunities to participate in Consortium activities are available 
through volunteer work with committees, conferences and workshops. The Minnesota GIS/LIS 
Consortium is an official 501c3 non-profit organization. 
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Message from the Board Chair 

From Rebecca Foster, 2009 Board Chair  

Thank you to all the members that keep the Consortium strong through 
participation! The board and I have enjoyed serving your interests this past year.  
Working with such a hands-on group of professionals really made my job as 
chair extremely easy.   

Board Accomplishments: A few of our major 
accomplishments were attending a Board 
Leadership Training class, hosting spring 
workshops, conducting a salary survey, joining 
Facebook, and organizing a successful return to 
Duluth for the fall conference after a seven year 
absence.  The member profile interface was 
updated and we verified membersΩ contact 
information through a post card mailing.  This 
year we cut printing costs by posting full fall 
conference programs electronically on our 
website, which in turn decreased mailing costs 
because smaller brochures were sent to 
members.   

Consortium Website: The website received some 
minor revisions.  Our homepage now promotes 
current events, a history link was created, our Job 
Bank was revised, the Board of Directors page 
was personalized with photos and past issues of 
GIS/LIS News were scanned and posted. 

Community Events:  We participated in three 
community events.  First, we had a booth and provided grant money to the 8th Annual GISSO Career and 
Networking Fair at the University of Minnesota in April.  Then in June, we were honored to support the 
Point of Beginning meeting that introduced the new Minnesota Geospatial Information Office (MnGeo) 
by providing a grant for refreshments.  Finally, in October, we had a booth at the GEOFEST event at 

Macalester College.   

Board positions are elected by the membership and we 
encourage you to run for a seat next October.  In 
addition, there are many opportunities for you to 
volunteer and make a difference, without having to run 
for office!  We have several committees that need your 
help.  Hopefully, something will be of interest to you in 
the near future.  I can guarantee it is well worth the 
effort and the experience to volunteer.  Please feel free 
to contact us with any questions or concerns at 
webmaster@mngislis.org.  

Salary Survey 
Responses by County 

mailto:webmaster@mngislis.org
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Consortium Highlights                       2009 

The Consortium conducted two major events and made financial progress in 2009, which furthered our 

mission and increased our financial stability. Details are listed below. 

1. Spring Workshops:   119 Attendees  13 Workshops 

2. Fall Conference:        525 Attendees  17 Workshops              30 Exhibitors 

        100 Sessions 25 Poster Sessions 

3. Scholarship Endowment Fund: Deposited $7,550 

4. Reserve Fund:  Deposited $10,000 

Award Recipients  
Lifetime Achievement Award ς John Hoshal 

 

Rebecca Foster presents the 2009 Lifetime 
Achievement Award to John Hoshal, along 

with past Lifetime Achievement Award 
recipients. 

(L to R: Jeff Grosso, David Claypool, Don 
Yaeger, Will Craig, and Charlie Parson) 

Polaris Awards 

   
Rebecca Blue David Brandt Nancy Read 

Student Scholarship Winners 

Leticia Blauert ς Bemidji State University 

Lisa Curtis ς Fond du Lac Community College 

Liz Harmon ς Itasca Community College, 1
st
 Place Community College Competition - $500 

Stephanie Kleinschmidt ς Macalester College 

Michael Mrosla ςMinnesota State University ς Mankato 

Jared Rahn ς Minnesota State University ς Mankato 

Scott Kraushaar ς St. Cloud State University 

Brian Lorenz ς St. Cloud State University, 2nd Place Graduate Competition - $500 

Andrew Schmidt ς {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

Nicholas Entinger ς University of Minnesota, 2
nd

 Place Undergraduate Competition - $400 

Jake Galzki ς University of Minnesota, 1st Place Graduate Competition - $1,000 

Brandon Keinath ς University of Minnesota ς Duluth, 1
st
 Place Undergraduate Competition - $800

Renee Huset ς University of St. Thomas 
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Financials                                               2009 

PROFIT/LOSS 
Fall Conference/General Operations Income:  $144,277 
Spring Workshops Income:        $8,925 
Scholarship Income:         $6,247 
Total Income:      $159,449 
 
Fall Conference Expenses:    $131,319 
Spring Workshop Expenses:        $6,039 
General Operations Expenses:      $29,803 
Total Expenses:      $167,163 
 

BALANCE SHEET 
Net Amount ς General Fund:                                  $9,115 
Reserve Fund:                     $40,057 
Scholarship Endowment Fund:     $20,517 
 
DESCRIPTIONS: 
Fall Conference/General Operations Income ς Workshop and Fall Conference registration fees, exhibitor fees, and 
interest from General Operations account. 
Spring Workshop Income ς Workshop registration fees. 
Scholarship Income ς Donations, fundraising and interest. 
Fall Conference Expenses ς Including but not limited to event space rental, food & beverages, audio/visual fees, 
printing and honorariums for workshop instructors. 
Spring Workshop Expenses ς Including but not limited to event space rental, food & beverages, printing and 
honorariums for workshop instructors. 
General Operating Expenses ς Expenses for the general operations of the Consortium including but not limited to 
professional management fees, website maintenance fees, student scholarships, printing and event grants.  
Net Amount ς General Fund ς Operational account balance as of December 31st, 2009. 
Reserve Fund ς Separate line item in Consortium budget to protect the solvency of the Consortium in the event a 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
Scholarship Endowment Fund ς Separate line item in Consortium budget to hold monies that will only be used for 
student scholarships.  Goal is to reach $100,000 before distributions are made from this account. 
 
More detailed accounting documents are available on request.  Contact any Board Member for more information. 

2009 Scholarship Winners pose with Scholarship Committee Chairs Chad Martini (Far left) and Dr. Ben Richason (Far right) 
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Volunteer Opportunities    2009 

 
The MN GIS/LIS Consortium is run solely by volunteers.  Consortium members are welcome to get 
more involved and participate with any of the available committees:   
 
Awards  
Coordinates Polaris and Lifetime Achievement Awards.  Comprised of past award winners. 
 
Conference  
Plans and executes a fun, educational and 
successful fall conference. 
 
Education  
Works to foster relationships between educational 
institutions and to support GIS in K-12 and higher 
education. 
 
Membership Services  
Improves membership database, consortium 
website and promotes GIS/LIS to other 
organizations. 
 
Newsletter  
Solicits, reviews and organizes articles for the MN 
GIS/LIS Newsletter. 
 
Professional Development  
Organizes spring workshops and other educational events for GIS professionals. 
 
Scholarship  
Manages student scholarship program. 
 

 
To become involved with 
one of these committees, 
contact a Consortium 
Board member or send an 
email to 
webmaster@mngislis.org.  
 

  

Duluth Conference Fun Run/Walk 

mailto:webmaster@mngislis.org

